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Developing ‘industrial 
eco-systems’

LAND DEVELOPMENT  I  SUSTAINABILITY  I

Ecolys, in Namur, is a park destined for 
companies attentive to sustainable de-
velopment within the eco-construction 
sector, and to traditional companies 
which adopt a management system 
with concern for the environment.
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‘Eco-parks’ are developing all over Europe.  The principle behind them is the creation 

of an ‘industrial eco-system’ within the context of sustainable development, setting up 

industrial areas and bringing together industrial processes with a reduced impact on the 

environment.

The concept of ‘industrial ecology’ is 

attributed to Robert Frosch and Nicholas 

Gallopoulos, senior researchers with GM at 

the end of the 80’s. This concept is based on: 

• an integrated vision of all the component parts 

of an industrial system and of their relationship 

with the natural environment (local and regional)

• a concrete approach to the economy focusing 

on flow management (resources and energy) in 

order to avoid wasting resources

• technology capable of creating a reliable system.

This approach is also based on cooperation and 

exchange of information, services, infrastructures, 

materials, water and energy between economic 

entities of various natures.
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Further reading

‘Notes de Recherche : Le concept 
d’éco-zoning en Région wallonne’ 
by A. Bory, F. Brévers, C. Dopagne, 
E. Droeven, C. Van der Kaa, under 
the leadership of  E. Sérusiaux.
Conférence Permanente du 
Développement Territorial (CPDT), 
n° 17 – April 2011.
Available in French on 
www.profacility.be/references

  Jean-Claude Marcourt explains this strategy  

“Subsidies granted within the framework of the call for 

eco-park projects are designed to finance feasibility studies 

relative to industrial synergies, and to sharing services or 

purchases between the companies receiving them. The 

partners in these projects have begun to set in motion the 

management of their projects. The most frequent approach 

is to subdivide the overall project into themed work groups 

according to the defined action points. The teams are 

currently beginning to establish specifications for the various 

subsidised studies. Some, at a more advanced stage, have 

already proceeded on to attributing public contracts and are 

starting the studies. These have to be completed within 24 

months from the decision of the Government. This means 

that it is still a bit too early to know the first results. The 

primary objective of these pilot trials is to understand the 

concept and make it workable.”

Birth of new industrial parks
This concept is behind the appearance of 

economic activity parks of a new type, integrating 

the three pillars of sustainable development: 

economic, social and environmental. The first of 

these are currently coming into being in Wallonia: 

in January 2010 the Walloon Economy Minister 

Jean-Claude Marcourt launched a call for eco-

parks within the framework of the ‘Marshall Plan 

2 Green’. Thirteen projects were lodged by eight 

inter-communal development associations in 

conjunction with numerous companies.

The regional government decided to set in motion five 

subsidised pilot trials at a total cost of € 1,293,000: 

they will be developed at Tertre (Saint-Ghislain), 

Chimay Baileux, Liège Science Park, Écopôle 

(Farciennes-Aiseau-Presles) and Hermalle sous 

Huy/Engis. Around thirty companies are involved. 

Second chance
In light of the success of the call for projects and 

the quality of the proposals, those projects not 

selected were invited to submit amended dossiers 

by October 14th 2011. On top of this, the Minister 

committed to ‘organise assistance and a deeper 

awareness for the subsidised and non-subsidised 

projects, of industrial ecology and of the principles 

of the call for eco-park projects’. 

The projects re-submitted after amendment 

were evaluated by the jury during the course of 

December 2011. The Walloon government has 

scheduled a decision on them for the beginning 

of 2012.

New call for projects
The overall budget set aside for this measure 

within the Marshall Plan 2 Green is € 2,500,000. 

There will therefore still be some unused budget 

following the second phase of the first call for 

projects, which will enable a second such call to be 

made. This can be followed on http://ecozoning.

wallonie.be.

‘Eco-park’ label project ?
The question of a possible eco-park labelling 

system has been raised. An idea which is not 

currently on the agenda according to Jean-

Claude Marcourt: “The objective of the pilot trials 

being undertaken by the winning projects is to 

understand the concept and make it workable.  It 

is also to define the key factors for success and 

the main obstacles. It is probable that the concept 

of industrial ecology and the high ambitions that 

the Walloon Government set in its call for eco-

park zones, will not be applicable to all economic 

activity parks in existence in our territory. It 

therefore follows that it is too soon to make any 

decision on the pertinence of setting up an eco-

park labelling system”.

 Patrick BARTHOLOME n

Jean-Claude Marcourt , Minister for the 
Economy, SME’s, External Trade, New 
Technolgies and Higher Education. 
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