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Green certification for bu  ildings - cities taking the lead

In conjunction with various organisations 
and associations, the Brussels Region is 
working hard to ensure that its future built 

environment conforms to the highest ecological 
standards. Evelyne Huytebroeck takes a very 
close interest, and is often to be found speaking at 
the inauguration of new developments. Nobody 
is better placed to explain current thinking and 
action in this domain.

What is the latest news concerning 
‘green’ certification in Brussels?
Evelyne Huytebroeck: We have introduced the 
certification system in Brussels and to make 
sure we are well prepared, we already had 560 
certifiers at the end of 2011, trained in six training 
schools. This means that there are enough people 
qualified to carry out the certification procedure 
for residential property. Where office space is 
concerned, there are also round 100 persons 
able to carry out certification. We have to remain 
extremely vigilant because it is vital that this 
work is carried out professionally, and that the 
certification procedure is of high quality. And I 
am happy to say that we have received almost 
no complaints up to now. From January there 
is a surveillance organism to ensure that this 
certification is carried out correctly, because it 
is of course also important that we don’t reach 
a situation of competition between the certifiers, 

with one carrying out ten a day, and another just 
one! This also extends to the cost – for residential 
the cost is in the 150 to 400 Euros band globally, 
and we have to make sure there is not too much 
discrepancy between certifiers. We are not going 
to impose prices, however. The same philosophy 
applies to office space.

What is your opinion of the proposed 
‘Single Belgian Certification’?
Evelyne Huytebroeck: It has always appeared to 
be ideal to create uniform rules for Belgium which 
cover all of the three regions. This  has always 
seemed to be the simplest and most coherent 
way of proceeding… except that it must not be 
forgotten that a region like Brussels is very urban 
in nature, with a great deal of old buildings. 
And it is therefore sometimes necessary to have 
regulations which are in keeping with this urban 
environment, which is not the same as a more 
rural environment. I am in favour of having the 
same calculation methods, but this does not 
mean that we have to impose exactly the same 
requirements. 

There has been some talk of a 
‘passive tower’. What is your opinion 
of this possibility?
Evelyne Huytebroeck: Well I would simply say – 
why not? I am not someone who is opposed in 
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Why single certification…? 

Buildgreen, an initiative by Nathalie 

Saverys and Kathleen Iweins, held 

a conference in Brussels in October 

on the very subject of the pro-

posed single ‘Belgian certification’. 

Representing Evelyne Huytebroeck, 

Ismaël Daoud emphasised that the 

market needed a single reference 

point, to avoid the current confusion. 

The certification being established 

would cover all types of building, and 

would take in all of the major criteria 

found in other existing certification 

schemes, but in particular in the 

much-used BREEAM system, and in 

the Belgian Valideo label. All existing 

certification systems have been ana-

lysed and compared, and these two 

were the closest together, covering all 

major energy, grey energy, construc-

tion and operation criteria. The Brus-

sels Region’s ‘Exemplary Buildings’ 

criteria are also, of course, being 

taken into account. One of the major 

advantages of the certification being 

developed is that it has the support 

(and input) of all three of the countries 

regions, along with the federal state, 

and will be country-wide.
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green City index 

This index, sponsored by Siemens and drawn up by the 

Economist Intelligence Unit, rates 30 European cities in 

terms of their environmental performance and policies. 

Brussels, under the leadership of Environment minister 

Evelyne Huytebroeck, has been actively pursuing policies 

to make the European capital one of the ‘greenest’ cities in 

Europe. The results are extremely encouraging.  

 

Brussels ranking (out of 30 European cities)

Environmental governance: 1

Energy intensity (CO2/GDP): 3

Water management:   4

Overall ranking:   9
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principle to towers. Everything depends on what 
sort of tower, of course. It would have to include 
a number of qualities in terms of architecture 
and energy performance. It would also have to 
integrate into its urban surroundings – so there 
are a number of conditions to be respected, but 
I do not say ‘never any towers’. It is of course 
clear that it is more difficult to build a passive 
tower than a small house, but there are some 
extraordinary technical evolutions in the domain, 
so this type of thing cannot be ruled out in the 
years to come. 

At the 2011 climate conference in South Africa, 
you were representing the whole of Belgium as 
well as Brussels. How is Brussels in particular 
seen in terms of being a green city?
Evelyne Huytebroeck: It is very well considered, 
and this is partly because I have been making 
sure over the past few years that we are part of 
a number of European and other international 
networks. We are in the ICLEI, we are in the 
Energy City network, and we are one of the city’s 
which signed the Mayors convention for climate, 
along with the Mexico pact. This means that we 
are one of the cities which asked, during the 
Durban conference, that the message from the 
cities is also taken into account. We pointed out 
that over the coming years the highest proportion 
of the population of the world will be living in 
cities. The tools we have for tackling climate 
change are also located in cities. So we were 
saying that nations have to also think of cities 
during consideration about climate. And this is 
all the more important when it is remembered 
that an enormous number of cities already go 
further in their figures and their objectives, than 
the nations – including Brussels. 

What is the objective of Brussels ?
Evelyne Huytebroeck: The goal was set at a 
reduction of 30% of CO

2
 for 2025, and 40% 

if it is calculated by inhabitant. Today we have 
already reduced (between 2004 and 2009) by 
12% in CO

2
 emissions, and we have achieved 

a reduction of 18% in energy consumption per 
inhabitant. Where Brussels is concerned, I have 
submitted to Europe the candidature of Brussels 
to be Green Capital in 2014. The final winner will 
be known in June. And the figures we have been 
able to produce not just in terms of energy, but 
also of waste, of water, of air pollution, put us in 
a good position. 

What about the ‘green’ building your department 
is to construct at Tour & Taxis. 
Evelyne Huytebroeck: We are still at the permit 
request stage but things are advancing. My great 
hope is that the building can be ready for 2014. It 
will be 16,000 m² of totally passive construction, 
so it is really a great challenge for us. It is for the 
environmental administration and there will be 
some 500 persons working there. It is not entirely 
offices – there will be a sort of ‘eco-centre’ on the 
ground floor, with a showroom displaying the 
latest advances in terms of energy performance 
amongst others. I want it to be a building open to 
the outside, where people can come in to receive 
advice, not just an administrative centre closed to 
anyone else. 

 Tim HARRUP  n
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Brussels Environment Minister Evelyne 
Huytebroeck: “I am in favour of having 
the same calculation methods, but this 
does not mean that we have to impose 
exactly the same requirements.”
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