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T
he most recent developments at Tour 

& Taxis in 2014 were the inauguration 

of the new headquarters of Bruxelles 

Environment, a yet iconic building, and the 

announcement that the Flemish authorities 

would indeed take the to be developed ‘Meander’ 

building. 

What is next on the agenda?

In March we started the construction of the first 

residential accommodation. We already had a 

permit for 218,000 m² of housing, which is quite 

a lot. This permit has been modified and we  

have the modification allowing us to start              

with 13,000 m² of medium rent housing.              

The foundation works have therefore started and 

construction starts this spring on 115 apartments, 

to be finished by the end of next year. These are 

being marketed and there is already a good deal 

of interest. There are passive and low energy 

constructions.

By 2017 the Flemish authorities are to 

occupy Meander within the vast reno-

vation / reconstruction project ‘Tour & 

Taxis’. It will feature an internal street 

running along the whole length of the 

building, a feature it will share with 

the most recognisable building within 

Tour & Taxis, the renovated Royal 

Warehouse. This ‘street’ will act as a 

link for all of the common functions to 

be found within Meander, such as the 

restaurant, reception rooms, lounge…

from a high degree of natural light. 
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Tour & Taxis is evolving above 
and below ground
At the beginning of this year, Extensa acquired the 25% of shares in Tour & Taxis held by 

each of the previous two other joint shareholders, and became 100% owner of the site. 

Michel de Bièvre, CEO of ‘Projet Tour & Taxis’ which is the Extensa company developing 

the site, tells us of the latest developments.

Looking a long way into the future, 

how many apartments will there be?

We have an agreement with the Brussels 

Region government for 370,000 m² and we are 

negotiating the PPAS at the moment. This total 

surface area schedules a minimum of 40% of 

housing – the City would like 50%. This will 

give at least 185,000 m² of housing – some 

2,000 apartments with a likelihood of 4,000 

persons living there. Some 10% – 37,000 m² – of 

the space will be for public equipment and the 

remaining m² for offices and retail.

What about the park which forms such 

a large part of this development?

This will occupy an area of 9 hectares and we  

have recently finished the first segment of 4 

hectares, located at the Pont de Jubilé. Everything 

is planted and this spring should see the first 

leaves on the trees. We have planted 239 quite 

large trees and 2,300 small willow trees which 

will grow quickly, and which also have an 

ecological function. 
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Michel de Bièvre 

CEO ‘Projet Tour & Taxis’ 

“ We have an agreement 

with the Brussels Region 

government for 370,000 m² 

and we are negotiating the 

PPAS at the moment. “

They will improve the soil with their leaves 

which will fall in autumn and enrich it, and they 

will ventilate the ground too. On top of this they 

will help the large trees to grow higher because 

they need to be above the others. After a certain 

time we will then remove all the willows. And 

under all of this are two storm basins which 

will benefit the large residential zone behind the 

Maritime Station. This zone will see 90,000 m² 

of housing.

Tell us about the car parking.

At the entrance to the site, near the Royal 

Warehouse, we have already constructed an 

underground car park of two floors, which is  

now ready to open. We have an environmental 

permit for the first level, and we are awaiting the 

permit for the second level – this level will see the 

parking from the Maritime Station transferred 

here. And this car park means that the major 

exhibitions – Brafa, Entreprendre, Realty… – will 

have underground car parking too. The public 

square above will be equipped with a glass cone 

which will descend from above ground right 

down to the second level and provide a well of 

natural light. This is important because we are 

going to construct an underground circulation 

route both to the   Sheds and to the Maritime 

Station – a whole network of underground 

circulation routes. Later, we will construct 

an 800-space car park under the residential 

buildings behind the Maritime Station. 

And above?

Above ground, we are going to construct a 

driveway which will start at the Avenue du Port 

and run between the Sheds and the Bruxelles 

Environnement building, all the way up to the 

Maritime Station, opening out into the park. 

There will also be a new public square close to 

the royal Warehouse. This will start to be planted 

at the end of this year, although the Meander 

worksite may hinder this a little. 

What further timing details can 

you give us?

In a year or so this entrance to the project 

will be complete, and in 2017 the Meander 

will be finished, so then we will have the 

Royal Warehouse, the Sheds, the Bruxelles 

Environnement building, Meander, the Square, 

the underground car parks, the Driveway… 

then we will continue to build the residential 

accommodation.

Moving on to public transport, the STIB has 

promised a new ‘North Station-Up-site-Tour & 

Taxis…’ tram line and a bridge across the canal…

The permit request for the bridge has been 

lodged with the authorities and the impact 

survey is being completed. In the first instance, 

this route will be served by buses and much 

later – maybe 2020-2022 – we should see the 

tram. A lot of this depends on the continued 

development of Tour & Taxis, and especially the 

housing of course. But in principal the bridge 

across the canal should be constructed for 

2016-2017, taking buses then trams. The new 

Mobility Minister – Pascal de Smet – also has 

ideas for a sky-metro, and the STIB is looking at 

this, though for a much later date.

Do you see Tour & Taxis forming part of 

a mega-district with Up-site, Tivoli…?

This has to be seen within the perimeter of 

the Place Rogier, the North Station and North 

district, the Citroën building, the existing canal-

side buildings such as the KBC… And with 

all this in mind, we have bought the ‘Sand-Pit’ 

terrain alongside AG Real Estate’s ‘La Poste’.    

This is where the canal crossing will be, which 

is why we bought it. Here, we will be able to 

construct a further 15,000 m². So I see the new 

district as being quite a lot bigger – running 

from Tivoli right up to the Porte de Ninove, and 

including Dansaert. This will be a new district 

for the city with a huge amount of housing and 

of facilities.

 

Interview by Tim Harrup 


